
      Pluralism



Pluralism
Pluralism refers to a diversity of views in a single society, whether it is a political, 

cultural, economic, ethnic, racial or any other type of view. Diversity simply means a 

range of different things, in the case of cultural pluralism, it is the range of different 

cultural views. Pluralism, as implied in the name itself, is when more than one view is 

accepted in a society. 

It is not defined as diversity alone, but the engagement with diversity. It is not 

tolerance, but the active seeking and acceptance of difference. 



Cultural Pluralism
Cultural Pluralism is the condition in which many minority groups with different 

cultures, are still apart of the overall culture, whilst still maintaining their own culture.

An example in Canada would be that the people in Canada are usually very 

welcoming, and treat people with different values the same as another with the same 

or a different culture.



How Pluralism has helped social change.
Canada gains many immigrants every month, and they continue to follow their 

cultural values whilst still being included in Original, and created Canadian cultures. In 

Toronto, There is a Chinatown.  The people there follow their Asian cultures, whilst 

still being included within the City. This change has been beneficial to the public as it 

shows different people their cultural norms, and allows others to understand and 

appreciate other’s cultures in order to cause less friction, and more insight and 

connection between cultures and religions.

By connecting people, there is 

usually less conflict and fighting.



How Pluralism acts as a barrier to social change
Pluralism acts as a barrier to social change because it threatens to divide countries into 

more isolated groups, and isn’t so much focused on the equality of groups but simply the 

acceptance. Some critics of cultural pluralism also fear the potential for cultural 

relativism, which means that everything anyone else chooses to do is okay, but some 

other groups may not agree with it due to their cultures norms and beliefs. In other 

words, some people have a hard time accepting others and understanding their cultures 

and moral differences, and by making everyone accepted in a society, there may be some 

parts of a culture, such as same sex marriage, that other cultures do not agree with. 
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