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Acton High School, Room 303
Ms. Pattison     Eml: pattisonmej@hdsb.ca      Blog: pattison2016.weebly.com 

This course examines interrelationships within and between Canada’s natural and human systems and how these systems interconnect with those in other parts of the world. Students will explore environmental, economic, and social geographic issues relating to topics such as transportation options, energy sources, and urban development. Students will apply the concepts of geographic thinking and the geographic inquiry process, including spatial technologies, to investigate various geographic issues and to develop possible approaches for making Canada a more sustainable place in which to live. 
Curriculum Expectations

 Students final report card grade will be based on the evidence provided from these overall curriculum expectations:
A1. Geographic Inquiry: use the geographic inquiry process and the concepts of geographic thinking when investigating issues relating to Canadian geography 
A2. Developing Transferable Skills: apply in everyday contexts skills, including spatial technology skills, developed through the investigation of Canadian geography, and identify some careers in which a background in geography might be an asset 
B1. The Physical Environment and Human Activities: analyse various interactions between physical processes, phenomena, and events and human activities in Canada 
B2. Interrelationships between Physical Systems, Processes, and Events: analyse characteristics of various physical processes, phenomena, and events affecting Canada and their interrelationship with global physical systems 
B3. The Characteristics of Canada’s Natural Environment: describe various characteristics of the natural environment and the spatial distribution of physical features in Canada, and explain the role of physical processes, phenomena, and events in shaping them 
C1. The Sustainability of Resources: analyse impacts of resource policy, resource management, and consumer choices on resource sustainability in Canada 
C2. The Development of Resources: analyse issues related to the distribution, availability, and development of natural resources in Canada from a geographic perspective 
C3. Industries and Economic Development: assess the relative importance of different industrial sectors to the Canadian economy and Canada’s place in the global economy, and analyse factors that influence the location of industries in these sectors 
D1. Population Issues: analyse selected national and global population issues and their implications for Canada 
D2. Immigration and Cultural Diversity: describe the diversity of Canada’s population, and assess some social, economic, political, and environmental implications of immigration and diversity for Canada 
D3. Demographic Patterns and Trends: analyse patterns of population settlement and various demographic characteristics of the Canadian population 
E1. The Sustainability of Human Systems: analyse issues relating to the sustainability of human systems in Canada 
E2. Impacts of Urban Growth: analyse impacts of urban growth in Canada 
E3. Characteristics of Land Use in Canada: analyse characteristics of land use in various Canadian communities, and explain how some factors influence land-use patterns 
Your Report Card Grade will be determined as follows:
	Class Work:
70% of your grade will be based on all of the evidence you have provided. It will reflect your most consistent level of achievement with special consideration given to more recent evidence.
	17% Knowledge & Understanding: Emphasizes the ability to recall factual information, recognize fundamental concepts and the foundational skills of the subject/discipline.
18% Application:  Emphasizes the application and integration of knowledge, skills, processes and techniques to produce evidence of the student’s understanding.
17% Thinking: Emphasizes the thinking skills used in thinking processes to demonstrate the student’s understanding of information they have processed.
18% Communication: Emphasizes the clear, precise and effective use of oral, written and visual language to communicate the student’s understanding of information and ideas.

	Final Evaluation:
30% of your grade will be determined at the end of the course.
	20% Performance Task


	
	10% Written Exam 

	Your final grade will be calculated by combining your coursework marks (70%), your Performance Task Evaluation (20%), and your Final Exam (10%).


Course Units:
	Areas of Study
	Curriculum Expectations
	Topics and Issues of Study
	Materials, Activities, Assignments

	Interactions in the Physical Environment 

	A1, A2
B1, B2, B3
	· Map Projections: 
Mercator vs. Winkel Tripel 

· Physical regions w Canada 
· Tectonic processes 

· The Great Lakes

· Global warming 

	· Thematic maps
· Climate graphs 
· Regions of Acton HS
· Geologic Journeys (www.cbc.ca/geologic/)
· Film Study: Dante’s Peak 

· Community Circle



	Changing Populations

	A1, A2

D1, D2, D3


	· Demography: the study of population

· Creating/interpreting population pyramids

· Global disparities and the role of relief/aid programs (Hurricane Haiyan)

· Opportunities and challenges faced by immigration and cultural diversity in Canada


	· Immigration Canada website 

· News article readings
· Film review: ‘Breakaway’
· Immigrant point system


	Managing Canada’s Resources and Industries 

	A1, A2

C1, C2, C3


	· Canada’s fresh water resources

· Renewable/non-renewable sources of energy

· Wind turbines (friend or foe?)
· Un/sustainable forestry practices 

· Proposed Pipeline debate 

· Athabasca oil sands 
· Waste management

· Conflict diamonds 
	· News article readings 

· ‘The Story of Stuff’ storyofstuff.org
· Managing your ecological footprint
· Opinion Paragraph 
· U-shaped debate
· Community Circle


	Liveable Communities 
	A1, A2
E1, E2, E3
	· Food production in Canada
· Transportation systems

· Individual lifestyle choices

· Land use planning

· The effects of urban sprawl

	· The Happy Meal  (is it really ‘happy’?)
· Banana lesson (fair trade vs. Conventional trade)
· Zoning Acton’s Beardmore property 


Course Textbook: 
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Making Connections: Canada’s Geography, 2nd Ed.   
*All students will be entrusted with one Making Connections textbook. At the start of the semester you will record the text # in a chart, your name, and a provide a signature to indicate that you are responsible for returning that textbook at the end of June during the final exam. If the text is not returned, you will have to replace it at a value of $85. 
Academic Standards

It is your responsibility to provide evidence of your learning within established timelines. Due dates for assignments and the scheduling of tests will be communicated well in advance to allow you to schedule your time. If you aren’t going to be able to follow an agreed upon timeline you should demonstrate your responsibility and organizational skills by discussing with your teacher the challenges you’re facing as far in advance of the deadline as possible.

It is your responsibility to be academically honest in all aspects of your schoolwork so that the marks you receive are a true reflection of your achievement.

Plagiarism is using the words, ideas or work of someone else without giving appropriate credit to the original creator. This is a form of cheating.

Consequences for not meeting these academic standards may include:

· Reporting the issue to your parents;

· Requiring you to complete the original or alternative work after school or during your lunch hour;

· Requiring you to complete an alternative assignment;

· Suspension;

· Assigning a “zero” for an assignment not completed prior to an agreed upon closure date;

· Mark deduction of 5% / day.

NOTE:  the complete HDSB policies and administrative procedures for “Lates and Missed Assignments” and “Cheating and Plagiarism” policies may be found at www.hdsb.ca
Learning Skills & Work Habits

These learning skills and work habits will be taught, assessed and evaluated throughout the course. 
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Responsibility

= Fulfls responsibilities and commitments within the learning
environment.
= Completes and subits class work, homework, and assignments
according to agreed-upon timelines.
= Takes responsibilty for and manages own behaviour.

Independent Work

= Independently monitors, assesses, and revises plans to
complete tasks and meet goals.

= Uses class time appropriately to complete tasks.

= Follows instructions with minimal supervision.

Ini e

= Looks for and acts on new ideas and opportunities
for learning.

= Demonstrates the capacity for innovation and a willingness to take
risks.

= Demonstrates curiosity and interest in learning.

= Approaches new tasks with a positive atttude.

= Recognizes and advocates appropriately for the rights of self
and others.

E - Excellent

Il o:ganization

Collaboration

Self-Regulation

G-Good S - Satisfactory N — Needs Improvement

= Devises and follows a plan and process for completing work and
tasks.
= Establishes priorities and manages time to complete tasks and
achieve goals.
= Identifies, gathers, evaluates, and uses information, technology,
and resources to complete tasks.

= Accepts various roles and an equitable share of work in a group.

= Responds positively to the ideas, opinions, values, and traditions of
others,

= Builds healthy peer-to-peer relationships through personal and
media-assisted interactions

= Works with others to resolve conflicts and build consensus to
achieve group goals.

= Shares information, resources, and expertise, and promotes critical

thinking to solve problems and make decisions.

= Sets own individual goals and monitors progress towards
achieving them.

= Seeks clarification or assistance when needed.

= Assesses and reflects critically on own strengths, needs, and
interests

= Identifies leaming opportunities, choices, and strategies to meet
personal needs and achieve goals.

= Perseveres and makes an effort when responding to challenges.





