
An Interview with His Holiness, the Dalai Lama 

How do you reconcile a commitment to non-violence when faced with violence? Why do the poor often seem happier than the rich? Must a society lose its traditions in order to move into the future? These are some of the questions that have been posed to His Holiness the Dalai Lama during interviews with various journalists and filmmakers from around the world. 
 Now it’s your turn…
If you had the opportunity to sit with the Dalai Lama and ask him 1 question, what would it be?  Based on what we’ve learned about his upbringing (from the film 7 Years), his relationship with Tibet and China, and/or your growing knowledge of Buddhist beliefs and practices (the four noble truths, the eightfold path, the lives led by monks), how would he answer your question? 

Here are some examples: 
What have been four sites that have changed your own worldview?  
How do you follow the Eightfold Path in your daily life?
How would you advise teenagers in Canada to follow the middle path ? 
How do you stay so optimistic and faithful when there is so much hate in the world?
Why do you think some of the happiest people in the world  are also the poorest ($) people in the world? 
How can one reconcile an attitude of non-violence when faced with a direct threat to one's safety and security?
Do you see any possibility of reconciliation with the Chinese government in your lifetime?
Do you believe your time here on earth has been a success?
What do you say to people who use religion as a pretext to violence or kill?

Your task:

· Individually develop one thoughtful and articulate question for the Dalai Lama.  

· Answer the question as you might predict he would answer him … being careful to show what you’ve learned in the Buddhism unit.

· Feel free to add in the odd “he … he … he …” as appropriate!

· I have not set a standard length for your response.  I would like you to use your own judgment and carefully consider whether you have provided a sufficient response. Read the evaluation rubric… use it as your guide for developing a reflective, thoughtful interview.
· The rubric is on the reverse … please review to ensure full marks!
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Your Name: _____________________________________________
	Categories
	Level 1

(50 - 59%)
	Level 2

(60 - 69%)
	Level 3

(70 - 79%)
	Level 4

(80 - 100%)

	Knowledge and Understanding

Understanding of key concepts of Buddhism

_____ / 5
	demonstrates limited understanding of key concepts of Buddhism
	demonstrates some understanding of key concepts of Buddhism
	demonstrates considerable understanding of key concepts of Buddhism
	demonstrates thorough and insightful understanding of key concepts of Buddhism

	Thinking and Inquiry 

Use of critical and creative thinking skills to develop appropriate interview question and answer
_____ / 5
	uses critical and creative thinking skills with limited effectiveness
	uses critical and creative thinking skills with moderate effectiveness
	uses critical and creative thinking skills with considerable effectiveness
	uses critical and creative thinking skills with a high degree of effectiveness

	Communication

Communication of information and ideas 

_____ / 5
	communicates information and ideas with limited clarity
	communicates information and ideas with some clarity
	communicates information and ideas with considerable clarity
	communicates information and ideas with a high degree of clarity and with confidence

	Application 

Applies knowledge from unit concepts and film viewing to create a memorable interview

_____ / 5
	applies key unit concepts to create an interview
	applies key unit concepts with moderate effectiveness
	applies key unit concepts with considerable effectiveness
	applies key unit concepts with a high degree of effectiveness


Mark: ______/40
_______%

